
🐷 Spaying & Neutering Your Pigs:  
A Guide to Health & Harmony 

Whether you have a single pig in your house or a herd on a farm, understanding the importance 
of sterilization is crucial for their well-being. This guide breaks down the benefits and 
differentiates between pet and production practices. 

 
 

🏥 Health & Behavioral Benefits 
Spaying (females) and neutering (males) does more than just prevent unwanted piglets; it is a 
life-saving medical procedure and a crucial behavioral management tool. 

For Female Pigs (Sows/Gilts) 
●​ Eliminates Reproductive Cancer Risks: Unspayed female pigs have a remarkably 

high risk of developing uterine tumors (adenocarcinoma) as they age, which are often 
fatal. Spaying eliminates this risk. 

●​ Prevents Pyometra: Spaying prevents pyometra, a life-threatening infection of the 
uterus. 

●​ Ends Heat Cycles: Female pigs go into heat every 18–21 days. An unspayed female in 
heat can become destructive, moody, loud, and may try to escape to find a mate. 

For Male Pigs (Boars/Barrows) 
●​ Eliminates Testicular Cancer: Removes the risk of testicular tumors. 
●​ Reduces "Boar Taint" and Odor: Neutering significantly reduces the strong, musky 

odor that intact males produce, making them much more pleasant to be around. 
●​ Decreases Aggression: Testosterone drives fighting, territorial marking, and aggressive 

behavior towards humans and other animals. Neutering helps create a calmer, more 
docile pet. 

●​ Prevents Roaming: Neutered males are far less likely to try to break out of enclosures 
in search of females. 

 

 
📋 Pet Pigs vs. Production Pigs 
While the biological benefits are similar, the procedures and reasons for spaying and neutering 
differ vastly between pets and livestock. 

 

 



 

Feature Pet Pigs (Miniature/Potbellied) Production Pigs (Farm/Meat) 

Primary 
Goal 

Longevity, companionship, behavioral 
management. 

Meat quality, herd 
management, preventing 
unwanted breeding. 

Method Surgical: Performed by a licensed veterinarian 
under general anesthesia in a sterile 
environment. 

Physical: Castration 
performed by farm staff or 
veterinarians. 

Timing Females: 3–6 months. Males: 4–12 weeks. Males: Typically within the first 
week of life. 

"Boar 
Taint" 

Important for odor control in a home. Crucial for preventing bad 
taste/smell in pork. 

Cost High (specialized vet care). Low (efficient herd 
management). 

 

⚠️ Important Considerations 
1.​ Find a Qualified Veterinarian: Pigs are sensitive to anesthesia. Do not attempt to use 

a vet who primarily works only on dogs and cats without consulting a swine specialist 
first. 

2.​ Pain Management: For pets, post-operative pain medication is mandatory to ensure a 
fast and comfortable recovery. 

3.​ Timing Matters: Spaying female pigs is a major abdominal surgery. It is generally 
recommended to wait until they are older and stronger (at least 3–4 months) to increase 
survival rates under anesthesia. 

Bottom Line: Spaying or neutering is the single most important action you can take 
to ensure your pig lives a long, happy, and comfortable life as part of your family. 
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